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Gambusia affinis   System: Freshwater

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Actinopterygii Cyprinodontiformes Poeciliidae

Common name tes (Cantonese, Hong Kong), Barkaleci (Albanian), pez mosquito (English,
Dominican Republic), Gambusino (Spanish), western mosquitofish (English),
Kounoupopsaro (Greek), guayacon mosquito (Spanish), live-bearing tooth-carp
(English, Hong Kong), Western mosquitofish (English, USA), Dai to ue
(Cantonese, Hong Kong), Obyknovennaya gambuziya (Russian), Mosquito fish
(English), San hang ue (Cantonese, Hong Kong), Koboldkärpfling (German),
Gambusie (French, Canada), Topminnow (English, Hong Kong), Isdang canal
(Tagalog), Gambusia (English), Kadayashi (Japanese), Gambuzia pospolita
(Polish), Gambuzia (Portuguese), Gambuzija (Russian, Ukraine), Texaskärpfling
(German), Silberkärpfling (German)

Synonym Heterandria affinis , Baird & Girard, 1853
Gambusia affinis , (Baird & Girard, 1853)
Gambusia affinis affinis , (Baird & Girard, 1853)
Zygonectes patruelis , (Baird & Girard, 1853)
Heterandria patruelis , Baird & Girard, 1853
Gambusia patruelis , (Baird & Girard, 1853)
Zygonectes gracilis , (Girard, 1859)
Gambusia gracilis , Girard, 1859
Haplochilus melanops , Cope, 1870
Zygonectes brachypterus , Cope, 1880
Fundulus inurus , (Jordan & Gilbert, 1882)
Zygonectes inurus , Jordan & Gilbert, 1882
Gambusia humilis , Gunther, 1866

Similar species Gambusia holbrooki, Poecilia reticulata, Xiphophorus maculatus, Poecilia
latipinna

Summary Gambusia affinis is a small fish native to the fresh waters of the eastern and
southern United States. It has become a pest in many waterways around the
world following initial introductions early last century as a biological control
agent for mosquitoes. In general, it is considered to be no more effective than
native predators of mosquitoes. The highly predatory mosquito fish eats the
eggs of economically desirable fish and preys on and endangers rare
indigenous fish and invertebrate species. Mosquito fish are difficult to
eliminate once established, so the best way to reduce their effects is to
control their further spread. One of the main avenues of spread is continued,
intentional release by mosquito-control agencies. G. affinis is closely related to
he eastern mosquito fish (G. holbrooki), which was formerly classed as a sub-
species. Their appearance, behaviour and impacts are almost identical, and
they can therefore be treated the same when it comes to management
techniques. Records of G. affinis in Australia actually refer to G. holbrooki.
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Species Description
A stout little fish, the back a little arched in front of the dorsal fin and the belly deep in front of the anal. The
head is large with a flattened upper surface, the mouth small, upturned and protrusible, and not reaching as far
back as the front of the eyes. The eyes are very large relative to the body. The single, soft-rayed dorsal fin is
short-based, high and rounded, while the caudal peduncle is long, deep and compressed, and the caudal fin is
rounded. The head and trunk are covered with large scales and there is no lateral line. The back is a greenish
olive to brownish, the sides grey with a bluish sheen, and the belly a silvery white. A well-defined black spot on
the upper rear abdomen is surrounded by a golden patch above and behind the vent. In mature females there is
also a black patch above and somewhat forward of the vent. The ventral surface of the head is a steely blue
with a diagonal chin stripe below the eyes. The eyes are greyish to olive, the dorsal fin has small black spots,
and the caudal fin has several indistinct cross rows of small black spots. The anal, pelvic and pectoral fins are a
translucent pale amber. (McDowall, 1990). Males grow to 40mm in length, while females reach 70mm long
(FishBase, 2003).

Notes
Gambusia affinis is extremely similar to the closely related G. holbrooki, and until relatively recently they were
classed as sub-species rather than distinct species. As such, their impacts and behaviour are virtually identical,
and the same management techniques will work for both species.
Although hybrids between G. holbrooki and G. affinis can occur, they are unusual in natural populations (Wooten
and Lydeard 1990).

Lifecycle Stages
Males mature at about 21mm long and a month old; females at 28mm and six weeks old (McDowall, 2000)

Uses
Used as live food for carnivorous aquarium fishes and also used as mosquito control (FishBase, 2003).

Habitat Description
Benthopelagic; non-migratory; lives in fresh and brackish water with a pH range of 6.0 - 8.0 and usually at
temperatures between 12 - 29°C (FishBase, 2003). Mosquito fish are a remarkably hardy species, surviving in
waters with little oxygen, in high salinities (including twice that of sea water) and temperatures of up to 42°C for
short periods (McCullough, 1998). They are most abundant in lower reaches of streams, where they inhabit
brackish, standing to slow-flowing water. They are most common in vegetated ponds and lakes, backwaters and
quiet pools of streams (FishBase, 2003).

Reproduction
Live-bearer. Several times a year mosquito fish produce moderate numbers of young, which are protected by
the mother but which become immediately independent. Brood size is usually around 60 young, but large
females can carry more than 300 (McDowall, 2000).

Nutrition
Feeds on zooplankton, small insects and detritus, (FishBase, 2003).

General Impacts
Adult Gambusia affinis are extremely aggressive and attack other fish, shredding fins and sometimes killing
them. Controversy has followed the introduction of mosquito fish, as they have been accused of being little
better at destroying mosquitoes than native fish species, as well as being responsible for eliminating many of
these same species (Myers, 1965; Haas et al., 2003). Selective predation by mosquito fish has also been shown
to alter zooplankton, insect and crustacean communities (McDowall, 1990). Mosquito fish are potential hosts of
helminth parasites, which have been transmitted to native fishes (FishBase, 2003).
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Management Info
Chemical: The poison Rotenone, which works by inducing hypoxia in fish, may be used to eliminate mosquito
fish from small areas of permanent water. Rotenone is indiscriminate, so non-target species ideally need to be
removed prior to its application. Fish affected by Rotenone come to the surface to seek oxygen, so any
remaining non-target species may be removed at this stage (Willis & Ling, 2000).

Pathway
Brought to New Zealand by ship. (McDowall, 1990)Widely introduced for mosquito control. (FishBase,
2003)Survivors of the sea voyage to New Zealand were released into a pond in the Auckland Botanical Gardens.
(McDowall, 1990)

Principal source: FishBase, 2004. Species profile Gambusia affinis Mosquito fish

Compiler: IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG)

Review:
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ALIEN RANGE
[1] AFGHANISTAN [1] ALBANIA
[1] AMERICAN SAMOA [1] ARGENTINA
[1] BANGLADESH [1] BOLIVIA
[1] CANADA [1] CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
[1] CHILE [1] CHINA
[1] COOK ISLANDS [1] COTE D'IVOIRE
[1] CYPRUS [1] EGYPT
[1] FIJI [1] FORMER USSR
[1] FRANCE [2] FRENCH POLYNESIA
[1] GHANA [1] GREECE
[1] GUAM [1] HONG KONG
[1] HUNGARY [1] INDIA
[1] INDONESIA [1] IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF
[1] IRAQ [2] ISRAEL
[1] ITALY [1] JAPAN
[1] KAZAKHSTAN [1] KENYA
[1] LEBANON [1] MADAGASCAR
[1] MALAYSIA [1] MARSHALL ISLANDS
[1] MICRONESIA [1] MOROCCO
[1] MYANMAR [10] NEW ZEALAND
[1] NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS [1] PAKISTAN
[1] PAPUA NEW GUINEA [1] PERU
[1] PHILIPPINES [1] PORTUGAL
[1] PUERTO RICO [1] ROMANIA
[1] RUSSIAN FEDERATION [1] SAMOA
[1] SAUDI ARABIA [1] SOLOMON ISLANDS
[1] SOUTH AFRICA [1] SPAIN
[1] SRI LANKA [1] SUDAN
[1] SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC [1] TAIWAN
[1] THAILAND [1] TURKEY
[1] UKRAINE [1] UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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[2] UNITED STATES [1] UNITED STATES MINOR OUTLYING ISLANDS
[1] VIET NAM

Red List assessed species 25: CR = 6; EN = 5; VU = 9; NT = 3; LC = 2;
Adelotus brevis NT Alytes maurus NT
Aphanius baeticus EN Aphanius saourensis CR
Cherax cuspidatus LC Crenichthys baileyi VU
Galaxias gracilis VU Garra ghorensis CR
Hyla meridionalis LC Iotichthys phlegethontis VU
Lithobates chiricahuensis VU Litoria aurea VU
Litoria castanea CR Litoria olongburensis VU
Litoria piperata CR Litoria raniformis EN
Mixophyes balbus VU Neochanna apoda VU
Pelobates cultripes NT Pelobates varaldii EN
Poeciliopsis sonorensis VU Scaturiginichthys vermeilipinnis CR
Tenuibranchiurus glypticus EN Travancoria elongata EN
Valencia hispanica CR
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