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Streptopelia decaocto System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Aves Columbiformes Columbidae

Common name Rola-turca (Portuguese, Portugal), Tortora dal collare (Italian, Italy), Turkduva
(Swedish, Sweden), Kolchataya Gorlitsa (Russian, Russia), Eurasian collared-
dove (English), Indian ring-dove (English), Sierpówka (Polish, Poland),
Türkentaube (German, Germany), Tórtola turca (Spanish, Spain), Tourterelle
turque (French, France), Turkinkyyhky (Finnish, Finland), collared dove
(English), Turkse Tortel (Dutch, Netherlands), Tyrkerdue (Danish), Balkáni
gerle (Hungarian, Hungary)

Synonym Columba risoria decaocto

Similar species

Summary The Eurasian collared-dove (Streptopelia decaocto) is an extremely successful
invader capable of phenomenal range expansion despite geographic barriers.
In Europe, it spread from Turkey and the Balkans colonizing almost every
country in Western Europe in a matter of 30 years, becoming viable breeders
within two years of invasion. Believed introduced to the West Indies by
accidental release of a pet trader in 1974, Eurasian collared-doves have
spread throughout the Caribbean. In the early 1980's they invaded Florida and
quickly established localities throughout the southeastern United States.
Researchers cite factors such as genetic mutation, keen adaptation to human-
dominated environments, and high reproductive potential as possible
explanations for their abundant range expansion. Negative impacts include
competition with endemic birds and potential disease transmission.

view this species on IUCN Red List

Species Description
The Eurasian collared-dove (Streptopelia decaocto) is a stocky, medium-sized dove. Adults are gray with a
distinguishable black collar and squared tail. They have a pinkish hue to their head and breast. The narrow black
collar is located on the hind neck and is lined with white. Its wings bear a gray band across the coverts and
primaries are dark brown. The undertail coverts are gray, with a black and white pattern, and a broad, white
terminal edge. Its bill is slender and black, their eyes have a deep red iris, and legs and feet are a dark red.
Females and males alike plumages year-round. Juveniles similar with pale red margins on breast, wing, and
back feathers and lacking a complete collar until about 3 months old (Romagosa, 2002; Sibley, 2003).

Lifecycle Stages
Eggs typically hatch after 15 days of incubation. Young are brooded for 10-12 days after hatching and fed by
parental regurgitation of crop milk; seeds are eventually introduced to the diet. Fledging occurs at around 18-20
days, and are completely independent by 30-40 days old. Sexual maturity is usually reached by its first spring.
In Europe first year mortality is 50-70%, adult mortality 33-55% annually thereafter. The longest known lifespan
of the Eurasian collared-dove was 13 years 8 months (Romagosa, 2002).

http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?fr=1&sts=sss&si=1269&lang=FR
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Uses
The Eurasian collared-dove is a popular game bird (Romagosa, 2002).

Habitat Description
Often found in suburban, urban, and agricultural areas Streptopelia decaocto roosts in trees, buildings, barns,
poles, overhead wires, etc. It is described as preferring open habitats including open woodland, scrub, and
desert, but commonly avoiding heavily forested areas, as well as those with intense agriculture where there are
no suitable roosting, nesting, or feeding sites available. In India, its original range, Eurasian collared-doves are
found in open country usually near agricultural areas but also frequent towns and villages. In Europe and North
America, they are found in areas where grain is available and depend heavily on food indirectly provided by
humans. Nesting typically occurs in areas of human habitation, commonly using coniferous and deciduous trees
and shrubs in addition to buildings and man-made structures (Romagosa, 2002; Sibley, 2003).

Reproduction
Oviparous, sexual. Streptopelia decaocto usually breeds between February and October in most of its range but
may breed year-round in India, or other warm regions if food is abundant. Courting consists of males showing
nest site and calling to females. Female acceptance is indicated by allo-preening and a nest call. Clutches
typically consist of only 2 eggs with the first egg being significantly larger. Incubation is performed by both
parents for about 15 days when eggs hatch. Young are fed by regurgitation. Hatching is asynchronous at an
interval of 12-40 hours. Fledging occurs about 18 days after hatching. Most young become independent by
30-40 days old (Romagosa, 2002).

Nutrition
Streptopelia decaocto feeds on primarily seed and cereal grain but also consumes fruits, berries, plants, and
small invertebrates. It relies heavily on food provided by humans including bird feeders, agricultural grain, and
animal feed. Most of its feeding is done on the ground pecking seeds, but is known to feed on elevated bird
feeders and berries on bushes and trees (Romagosa, 2002).

General Impacts
The vast expansion of the Eurasian collared-dove is believed to result in competition with other bird species
including mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), turtledove (Streptopelia turtur). They may threaten agriculture as
they are known to eat and foul grain products. They are considered a crop pest in Pakistan (Roberts, 1991).
Streptopelia decaocto is also a carrier and amplifying species for West Nile virus since antibodies have been
recorded in S. decaocto. Researchers have indicated it as an amplifying bird, meaning a species which lives in
areas of abundant ornithophilic mosquitoes and can act as a host, contributing to the proliferation of the virus
(Jourdain et al, 2007). S. decaocto is also a carrier of the Pigeon circovirus which causes illness and mortality in
the Columbiformes family (Kubicek & Taras, 2005).

Management Info
Physical: Streptopelia decaocto is popularly hunted in the United States where it abundantly populates
southeastern states. Due to its status as an introduced species, it is not protected and hunting is generally
encouraged. However, hunting is often limited to native dove seasons and differs from state to state. Hunting is
expected to reduce populations in rural areas but suburban populations will remain unaffected. Legal protection
was removed in Britain and is considered as a pest species (Romagosa, 2002).

Principal source: Romagosa, Christina Margarita. 2002. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto),
The Birds of North America Online (A. Poole, Ed.). Ithaca: Cornell Lab of Ornithology; Retrieved from the Birds of
North America Online: http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/630
IUCN 2008. 2008 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. . Downloaded on 10 August 2008.

https://iucngisd.org/species/ecology.asp?si=304&fr=1&sts=sss&lang=EN
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ALIEN RANGE
[1] ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA [1] BAHAMAS
[1] BELIZE [1] BES ISLANDS (BONAIRE, SINT EUSTATIUS AND

SABA)
[1] CANADA [1] CAYMAN ISLANDS
[1] CUBA [1] DOMINICA
[1] GUADELOUPE [1] JAPAN
[1] MALTA [1] MARTINIQUE
[1] MEXICO [1] MONTSERRAT
[1] SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS [1] SAINT LUCIA
[1] SAINT MARTIN (FRENCH PART) [1] TUNISIA
[1] TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS [2] UNITED STATES

Red List assessed species 10: VU = 1; LC = 9;
Cardinalis cardinalis LC Columbina inca LC
Columbina passerina LC Columbina talpacoti LC
Leptotila verreauxi LC Passerina ciris LC
Streptopelia turtur VU Turdus migratorius LC
Zenaida asiatica LC Zenaida macroura LC
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area covering over 2000 km between Tangier and Dakhla as well as most of the large inland cities. It is now a common species. The
expansion of the Palm Dove has been much slower, in late 1998 sightings were scarce and localised, and breeding has only been proven in
three different areas.
BirdLife International 2008. Species factsheet: Streptopelia decaocto. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 10/8/2008
Summary: Available from: http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/index.html?action=SpcHTMDetails.asp&sid=2509&m=0 [Accessed 11
August 2008]
B�hning-Gaese, Katrin and Hans-G�nther Bauer., 1995. Changes in Species Abundance, Distribution, and Diversity in a Central European
Bird Community. Conservation Biology Volume 10 Issue 1, Pages 175 - 187
Chobot, J.; Macko, J. K.; Spakulova, M.; Csizsmarova, G., 1993. Finding of an exotic tapeworm Aporina sp. (Anoplocephalidae, Cestoda) in
Streptopelia decaocto from Slovakia. Helminthologia (Bratislava). 30(3-4). 1993. 181-186.
Summary: Abstract: A peculiar tapeworm Aporina sp. was recovered from the host Streptopelia decaocto (Friv.) in Slovakia in the area of
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Kasparek, Max., 1998. Distribution and expansion of the Collared Dove in the near and Middle East. Ornithologische Verhandlungen. 25(5-6).
Oct., 1998. 241-279.
Summary: Abstract: Until 1935 the continuous distribution of the Collared Dove only reached westwards as far as Seistan and Beluchistan.
In addition, there were three other isolated areas but they were not connected to each other: Mesopotamia, around the Dead Sea, and in
the Balkans and Western Anatolia. Some isolated single occurrences had also been reported, e.g. from Isfahan, Antakya, and Cyprus. Such a
disjunct pattern of distribution can only be explained through introductions with man (an anthropochoric distribution). The oldest indications
of the bird s occurrence are from Mesopotamia in 1700 BC and from Istanbul in the 16th century. From Europe and south-west Asia the
earliest undisputed records date only from the middle of the 18th century, from Antakya and Aydin. By the time that ornithological research
began in the 19th century, the range of the Collared Dove in the Balkans and Western Anatolia was already what it was in about 1935, when
the expansion into Europe began. The attachment between Turks and the Collared Dove was, contrary to the prevailing view, no closer than
it was among Christians, so that its naturalization was not necessarily due to this ethnic group. It has been shown that it was kept as a cage
bird by Greeks, Bulgars, Turks, Persians and Arabs. As it does not easily breed in captivity, specialized keepers had to take charge of
breeding. In 16th century Istanbul, it was the custom to release caged doves on specific feast days, as a good deed. This could have been
the means whereby the Collared Dove was able to build up a wild population. During the 20th century the Collared Dove expanded its
breeding range considerably through the Near and Middle East: since the 1950s at least, it has been steadily increasing its range to the east
in Turkey so that most of Inner Anatolia has now been colonized, the Mesopotamian centre has been absorbed, and isolated occurrences
have been recorded in Eastern Anatolia and the Black Sea region. The Turkish breeding population has now reached the Caucasus region,
into which the Collared Dove migrated from the north during the 1970s. In Syria, since the middle of the 1970s, the Collared Dove has
become established in the valleys of the Euphrates and the Khabur, since the early 1980s in the desert oases (Palmyra), and in the 1990s in
the cities of the Mediterranean. On Cyprus, the population of Collared Doves has expanded rapidly since the 1980s and now covers the
entire island. Since the 1970s a surge of expansion from the Dead Sea area has been recorded, which has now reached the Nile and the
Western Desert on the one hand and Saudi Arabia on the other. The range in Mesopotamia has also been expanding since the 1950s, more
rapidly so since the 1970s. Considerable territory has been gained in Qatar, Bahrain and in the United Arab Emirates, In the meantime the
Collared Dove has reached Oman where a population increase and range expansion have been observed since the 1970s (or even earlier).
The individual phases of expansion have been completely independent events, with different points of origin, different directions, and
largely independent chronologies. The three breeding areas in Europe and south-west Asia that were anthropochoric in origin (Mesopotamia,
Israel/Palestine, Western Anatolia/Balkans) were the points of origin for these dispersal movements. These three have now merged into a
single area.
Kinzelbach, Ragnar., 1993. A historic record of the collared turtledove, Streptopelia decaocto, from Pakistan. Zoology in the Middle East.
9(0). 1993. 39-44.
Summary: Abstract: A historic document of the Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) in its south Asiatic core area has been found: from
the hellenistic period in the Indus valley. From this area the next dated documents are known only from the 16th century on. West of the
Zagros and Ararat mountains the Collared Dove for the first time was mentioned in the 16th century as a pet birds at the Ottoman court.
The Barbary Dove (Streptopelia roseogrisea) also did not occur in northern Africa in antiquity. It was subject to trade since the 16th century
in Alexandria, from where it came as a cage bird to Europe.
Komar N, Clark G. G. 2006. West Nile virus activity in Latin America and the Caribbean. Rev Panam Salud Publica. 2006;19(2):112- 117
Summary: Available from: http://journal.paho.org/?a_ID=307&catID= [Accessed 11 August 2008]
Kubicek, O.; Taras, L., 2005. Incidence of pigeon circovirus in Eurasian collared-dove (Streptopelia decaocto) detected by nested PCR. Acta
Veterinaria Brno. 74(3). SEP 2005. 361-368.
Levesque, A., Jaffard, M.-E. 2003. La tourterelle turque en Guadeloupe : statut, r�partition, propositions de gestion. Rapport AMAZONA et
DIREN Guadeloupe: 12 p.
Mary, Bomberger Brown & John S Tomer., 2002. The Status of the Eurasian Collared-Dove in Oklahoma. Bull. Oklu. Ornithol. Sor. 355-8. 2002
Moali, Aissa; Isenmann, Paul., 2007. Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto breeding in 2007 in Tamanrasset (Central Sahara,
Algeria) and the species extension in the Sahara [Article] Alauda. 75(3). 2007. 247-248.
Moali, Aissa; Moali-Grine, Nadia; Fellous, Amina; Isenmann, Paul, 2003. Spatial expansion of Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto and
presence of Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus in urban parks in Algeria. Alauda. 71(3). 2003. 371-374.
Summary: Abstract: Spatial expansion of Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto and presence of Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus in urban
parks in Algeria. Collared Dove began colonizing Algeria in 1994. In 2002 the species was already common and widespread in the northern
part of the country. Woodpigeon started colonizing urban parks from 1995, an habitat extension known for a long time in various parts of
Europe but which has only been recorded recently in the Mediterranean part of its range.
Monroe, Burt L., Jr., Richard C. Banks, John W. Fitzpatrick, Thomas R. Howell, Ned K. Johnson, Henri Ouellet, J. V. Remsen and Robert W.
Storer ., 1989. Thirty-Seventh Supplement to the American Ornithologists Union Check-List of North American Birds. The Auk, Vol. 106, No. 3
(Jul., 1989), pp. 532-538
Moulton, Michael P., 1985. Morphological Similarity and Coexistence of Congeners: An Experimental Test with Introduced Hawaiian Birds.
Oikos, Vol. 44, No. 2 (Apr., 1985), pp. 301-305
Mus�um national d Histoire naturelle [Ed]. 2003-2006 . Streptopelia decaocto Inventaire national du Patrimoine naturel.
Summary: Available from:
http://inpn.mnhn.fr/isb/servlet/ISBServlet?action=Espece&typeAction=10&pageReturn=ficheEspeceDescription.jsp&numero_taxon=3429
[Accessed 9 April 2008]
National Audubon Society. 2002. The Christmas Bird Count Historical Results. [Accessed December 17, 2009].
Summary: Available from: http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
NatureServe Explorer, 2008. An Online Encyclopedia of Life: Streptopelia decaocto - (Frivaldszky, 1838) Eurasian Collared-Dove
Summary: Available from: http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Streptopelia%20decaocto [Accessed 11
August 2008]
O Connor, R. J., M. B. Usher, A. Gibbs and K. C. Brown., 1986. Biological Characteristics of Invaders among Bird Species in Britain [and
Discussion] Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London. Series B, Biological Sciences, Vol. 314, No. 1167, Quantitative Aspects
of the Ecology of Biological Invasions (Dec. 15, 1986), pp. 583-598

http://journal.paho.org/?a_ID=307&catID=
http://inpn.mnhn.fr/isb/servlet/ISBServlet?action=Espece&typeAction=10&pageReturn=ficheEspeceDescription.jsp&numero_taxon=3429
http://inpn.mnhn.fr/isb/servlet/ISBServlet?action=Espece&typeAction=10&pageReturn=ficheEspeceDescription.jsp&numero_taxon=3429
http://inpn.mnhn.fr/isb/servlet/ISBServlet?action=Espece&typeAction=10&pageReturn=ficheEspeceDescription.jsp&numero_taxon=3429
http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Streptopelia%20decaocto
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Streptopelia%20decaocto
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Streptopelia%20decaocto
http://193.206.192.138/gisd/
https://iucngisd.org/gisd/species.php?sc=1269


FULL ACCOUNT FOR: Streptopelia decaocto

Global Invasive Species Database (GISD) 2025. Species profile Streptopelia decaocto. Available from:
https://iucngisd.org/gisd/species.php?sc=1269 [Accessed 08 December 2025]

Pag. 7

Poling, T. D, & Hayslette, S. E., 2006. Dietary Overlap and Foraging Competition Between Mourning Doves and Eurasian Collared-Doves.
Journal of Wildlife Management: Vol. 70, No. 4 pp. 998�1004
Robel, Detlef., 2000. Distribution of Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto in north-west Africa. Ornithologischer Anzeiger. 39(2-3).
September, 2000. 236-237.
Summary: Abstract: The present expansion of Collared Dove in Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia is described. Streptopelia decaocto has spread
in Morocco from Meknes (1986) along the Atlantic coast south to Dukhla and Ad-Deheb (1998) and inland to Boulmane, Erfoud and
Merzouga. It reached Algeria in 1994, where the first breeding pair was recorded in 1996. In Tunisia the first birds have been observed in
Bizerte (1991); other records are documented from Tunis. New observations come from Tozeur in Central Tunisia (1999), but these are
probably escaped birds.
Roberts, T.J. 1991. The birds of Pakistan. Vol 1. Regional studies and non-passeriformes. Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK.
Romagosa, Christina Margarita. 2002. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto), The Birds of North America Online (A. Poole, Ed.).
Ithaca: Cornell Lab of Ornithology; Retrieved from the Birds of North America Online: http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/630
Summary: Informative species profile with emphasis on Streptopelia decaocto in North America.
Available from: http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/630/articles/introduction [Accessed 25 September 2008]
Romagosa C. M, Labisky R. F 2000. Establishment and Dispersal of the Eurasian Collared-Dove in Florida. Journal of Field Ornithology: Vol.
71, No. 1 pp. 159�166
Romagosa, C.M. & T. McEneaney. 2000. Eurasian Collared-Dove in North America and the Caribbean. North American Birds 53: 348-353.
Sibley, D.A., 2003. The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America. Chanticleer Press, Inc., New York, ISBN: 067945120x, p 210.
Summary: A field guide to birds of North America with physical description and distribution data.
Simberloff, Daniel & William Boecklen ., 1991. Patterns of Extinction in the Introduced Hawaiian Avifauna: A Reexamination of the Role of
Competition. The American Naturalist, Vol. 138, No. 2 (Aug., 1991), pp. 300-327
Smith, P. W. 1987. The Eurasian Collared-Dove arrives in the Americas. American Birds 41: 1370-1379.
Sol, Daniel., Sarah Timmermans and Louis Lefebvre., 2002. Behavioural flexibility and invasion success in birds. Animal Behaviour Volume
63, Issue 3, March 2002, Pages 495-502
Terregino, Calogero; Cattoli, Giovanni; Grossele, Barbara; Bertoli, Elena; Tisato, Ernesto; Capua, Ilaria., 2003. Characterization of Newcastle
disease virus isolates obtained from Eurasian collared doves (Streptopelia decaocto) in Italy. Avian Pathology. 32(1). February 2003. 63-68.
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)., 2008. Collared Dove
Summary: Available from: http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/c/collareddove/ [Accessed 11 August 2008]
UNEP-WCMC Species Database., 2008. Streptopelia decaocto (Frivaldszky, 1838)
Summary: Available from:
http://www.unep-wcmc.org/isdb/Taxonomy/tax-common-result.cfm?source=animals&displaylanguage=eng&Common=24558&Country=&ta
bname=names [Accessed 11 August 2008]
van den Bosch, F., R. Hengeveld and J. A. J. Metz ., 1992. Analysing the Velocity of Animal Range Expansion. Journal of Biogeography, Vol.
19, No. 2 (Mar., 1992), pp. 135-150
Vaurie, Charles., 1961. Systematic notes on Palearctic birds. No. 49, Columbidae, the genus Streptopelia. American Museum novitates ; no.
2058. American Museum novitates ; no. 2058, New York, N.Y. : American Museum of Natural History
Summary: Available from: http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace/handle/2246/3435 [Accessed 11 August 2008]

http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/630/articles/introduction
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/630/articles/introduction
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/630/articles/introduction
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/630/articles/introduction
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/c/collareddove/
http://www.unep-wcmc.org/isdb/Taxonomy/tax-common-result.cfm?source=animals&displaylanguage=eng&Common=24558&Country=&tabname=names
http://www.unep-wcmc.org/isdb/Taxonomy/tax-common-result.cfm?source=animals&displaylanguage=eng&Common=24558&Country=&tabname=names
http://www.unep-wcmc.org/isdb/Taxonomy/tax-common-result.cfm?source=animals&displaylanguage=eng&Common=24558&Country=&tabname=names
http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace/handle/2246/3435
http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace/handle/2246/3435
http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace/handle/2246/3435
http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace/handle/2246/3435
http://193.206.192.138/gisd/
https://iucngisd.org/gisd/species.php?sc=1269

