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Melinis minutiflora   System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Plantae Magnoliophyta Liliopsida Cyperales Poaceae

Common name

Synonym

Similar species

Summary Melinus minutiflora is a spreading perennial mat grass originating from Africa.
Distinguished by its sticky, strong smelling foliage, it was widely introduced to
tropical countries as a fodder grass and soon became naturalised. The odour
of fresh Melinus minutiflora is believed to repel insects, ticks and snakes.
Melinus minutiflora grass was used as a pioneer species for planting in poor
soils as it smothers any weeds that may emerge. It is considered a nuisance
weed in many parts of the world including Hawaii, Brazil, Venezuela and
Columbia.
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ALIEN RANGE
[1] FRENCH POLYNESIA [1] GUADELOUPE
[1] MARTINIQUE [1] NEW CALEDONIA
[1] REUNION [1] SAINT HELENA
[1] WALLIS AND FUTUNA

Red List assessed species 9: EX = 1; CR = 4; VU = 3; DD = 1;
Canavalia molokaiensis CR Coryphaspiza melanotis VU
Melicope mucronulata CR Phyllomedusa araguari DD
Pteris adscensionis CR Schiedea kaalae CR
Sporobolus caespitosus VU Sporobolus durus EX
Taoniscus nanus VU
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