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Gallus varius System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Aves Galliformes Phasianidae

Common name Gabelschwanzhuhn (German), viherviidakkokana (Finnish), Coq de Java
(French), Gallo de Java (Spanish), kur zielony (Polish), Gallo selvatico di Giava
(Italian), Paradishane (Norwegian), aoeriyakei (Japanese), Vorkstaarthoen
(Dutch), kura pestrá (Slovak), kur zelený (Czech), Grøn Junglehøne (Danish)

Synonym

Similar species

Summary Gallus spp. include the many forms of domesticated chicken which have been
bred and distributed widely across the world as an important food source. In
addition to potentially spreading disease to other avian fauna, as generalist
feeders, Gallus spp. may also negatively impact upon native flora and fauna.

view this species on IUCN Red List

Species Description
Gallus spp. are highly variable medium sized birds capable of short ranged flight.

Nutrition
Gallus spp. are generalist feeders on a wide range of invertebrates and vertebrates as well as plants and seeds.

General Impacts
Gallus spp. also can carry a number of diseases which may be harmful to other avian fauna such as Newcastle
disease virus (NDV), Mycoplasma gallisepticum, and the proventricular parasite Dispharynx sp. on the
Galapagos Islands (Gottdenka et al., 2005).
In populations of Gallus spp. bred for food, there are risks of carrying disease causing pathogens such as
Toxoplasma gondii and Salmonella spp. (Dubey, 2009). Although not confirmed, there were also fears that
Gallus spp. could be a vector for the H5N1 avian bird flu (Daily Gazette, 2006).
Having a highly generalist diet, Gallus spp. could negatively impact native invertebrates and verbrates as well
as native plants (Varnham, 2006). Feral Gallus spp. are also known to be a pest on farms, damaging crops and
potentially spreading disease to domesticated Gallus spp. populations (Varnham, 1996; Daily Gazette, 1998.).
In high numbers, Gallus spp. can become a human nuisance due to the noise made by males.
They are potential risks to aircraft near airports (Daily Gazette, 1998).

Management Info
Physical control: Feral individual Gallus spp. are often controlled via shooting or trapping as carried out on
Bermuda and the Cayman Islands (Varnham, 2006). On the Cayman Islands, trapped feral individuals were then
distributed to people who kept chickens (Varnham, 2006).
Chemical control: On Lord Howe Island, Gallus spp. were one of the species identified to be put at risk from use
of brodifacoum for rodent eradication (Lord Howe Island Board, 2009). However, no information could be found
regarding chemical control programs for Gallus spp.. On Bermuda, chemical control was not considered due to
the risk of non-target effects on other avian fauna and farmer's crops (Daily Gazette, 2006).
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Pathway
Gallus spp. have been widely distributed and bred as a food source for humans (Pyle & Pyle, 2009).
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