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Antigonon leptopus   System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Plantae Magnoliophyta Liliopsida Liliales Pontederiaceae

Common name love-vine (English), Sandwich Island creeper (English, India), hearts on a chain
(English), chain-of-love (English), confederate vine (English), mountain rose
(English), Mexican creeper (English), coral vine (English), coral bells (English),
rohsapoak (English, Pohnpei), kadena de amor (English), corallita (English),
flores ka'dena (English, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands),
dilngau (English, Palau), queen's jewels (English)

Synonym Corculum leptopum , (Hook. & Arn.) Stuntz
Antigonon�platypus ,�Hook. & Arn.
Corculum�leptopus ,�(Hook. & Arn.) Stuntz
Antigonon cinerascens , M.Martens & Galeotti
Antigonon cordatum ,�M.Martens & Galeotti

Similar species

Summary Antigonon leptopus is a smothering vine that invades disturbed areas and
forest edges. It produces many seeds, which are spread by water currents and
animals that consume the fruit. It has become invasive in some Pacific Islands,
and is naturalised in many other parts of the Pacific.

view this species on IUCN Red List

Species Description
Antigonon leptopus is a \"Robust vine growing to 10m long or more; petioles 0.6-1.5cm long; leaf blades 2.5-7.5
(10)cm long, cordate-ovate, hastate-ovate, or triangular, prominent reticulately veined, acutish to acuminate
(and often apiculate), the lower ones much larger; inflorescence paniculate, the branches bearing flowers in
clusters along the rachis, the rachis tip tendrillate; flowers bright pink or white, enlarging 1-4 (5)cm long;
achenes conical, sharply 3-angled above, calyx 6mm long, much exceeded by the veiny, persistent, enlarged
perianth.\" (Welsh, 1998, in PIER, 2009)

Notes
Extensively invading disturbed areas and forest edges on the northern half of Guam; much less so on Saipan,
Tinian and Yap. Although only a few cultivated plants were noted on Pohnpei, it is apparently not a recent
introduction, as it was noted in cultivation by Glassman (1952, in PIER, 2009). Invasive in the Virgin Islands
(Fred Kraus, communication to Aliens Listserver, in PIER, 2009). Often escapes cultivation, (PIER, 2009).

Uses
Ornamental

Habitat Description
Prefers dry to moist lowland areas and limestone (basic) soils (PIER, 2009).

http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?fr=1&sts=sss&si=203&lang=FR
http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?fr=1&sts=sss&si=203&lang=SC
http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?fr=1&sts=sss&si=203&lang=TC
http://193.206.192.138/gisd/
https://iucngisd.org/gisd/species.php?sc=203
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Reproduction
Prolific seed producer. Seeds float on water, which helps transport them to new locations. Fruits and seeds are
eaten and spread by domestic and wild animals such as birds and pigs, (PIER, 2009).

General Impacts
Antigonon leptopus is a smothering vine that invades disturbed areas and forest edges, (PIER, 2009).

Management Info
Preventative measures: A Risk Assessment of Antigonon leptopus for Hawai‘i and other Pacific islands was
prepared by Dr. Curtis Daehler (UH Botany) with funding from the Kaulunani Urban Forestry Program and US
Forest Service. The alien plant screening system is derived from Pheloung et al. (1999) with minor modifications
for use in Pacific islands (Daehler et al. 2004). The result is a score of 19 and a \r\r\nrecommendation of: \"Likely
to cause significant ecological or economic harm in Hawai‘i and on other Pacific Islands as \r\r\ndetermined by a
high WRA score, which is based on published sources describing species biology and behaviour in Hawai‘i and/or
\r\r\nother parts of the world.\"
Physical: Cutting alone is ineffective. Underground tubers must be removed or plants will re-sprout (PIER, 2009).

Pathway
(Plantseed.com, no date). Internet sales/postal services

Principal source: Pacific Islands Ecosystems at Risk, (PIER) Antigonon leptopus Hook. & Arn.,

Compiler: IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG) with support from the Overseas Territories
Environmental Programme (OTEP) project XOT603, a joint project with the Cayman Islands Government -
Department of Environment

Review:

Pubblication date: 2010-09-28

ALIEN RANGE
[1] AMERICAN SAMOA [1] ANGUILLA
[1] BAHAMAS [1] BERMUDA
[3] CAYMAN ISLANDS [3] COOK ISLANDS
[1] DOMINICAN REPUBLIC [1] ECUADOR
[1] FIJI [2] FRENCH POLYNESIA
[1] GUADELOUPE [1] GUAM
[1] HAITI [1] KIRIBATI
[2] MARSHALL ISLANDS [1] MAYOTTE
[3] MICRONESIA, FEDERATED STATES OF [1] NAURU
[2] NIUE [5] NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
[2] PALAU [1] PAPUA NEW GUINEA
[1] PITCAIRN [1] REUNION
[1] SAINT BARTHELEMY [1] SAINT MARTIN (FRENCH PART)
[1] SAMOA [3] TONGA
[5] UNITED STATES [1] UNITED STATES MINOR OUTLYING ISLANDS
[1] VIRGIN ISLANDS, U.S.
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