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Centaurea melitensis  System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Plantae Magnoliophyta Magnoliopsida Asterales Asteraceae

Common name Abremanos (Spanish), Malteser Flockenblume (German), Napa thistle
(English), Maltese star thistle (English), Croix de Malte (French), tocalote
(English)

Synonym

Similar species Centaurea solstitialis, Centaurea sulphurea

Summary Centaurea melitensis is a herb of the family Asteraceae. C. melitensis is native
to Africa and Europe and was introduced to the United States. It is a highly
competitive species that forms dense, impenetrable stands that displaces
native and desirable vegetation. C. melitensis usually invades open, disturbed
sites and is often spread by humans and livestock via transportation of
contaminated crop seed or hay.

view this species on IUCN Red List

Uses
Centaurea melitensis is used for medicinal purposes in Spain.

General Impacts
When star thistle infestations are high, native species can experience drought conditions even in years with
normal rainfall (Gerlach et al., 1998, in DiTomaso, 2001). It has also been observed to significantly reduce the
seed production of the 'Threatened' San Diego thornmint (Acanthomintha ilicifolia) (E. Bauder, unpublished
data, in DiTomaso, 2001).

Pathway
Human influences, including vehicles, contaminated crop seed or hay, road maintenance, and moving livestock,
can also contribute to rapid and long distance spread of the seeds (DiTomaso, 2001).

Principal source:

Compiler: National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII) & IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group
(ISSG)

Review:

Pubblication date: 2010-06-15

ALIEN RANGE
[1] CANADA [16] UNITED STATES
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